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The Center for Civil-Military Relations (CCMR)




Organization:  Who We Are
The Center for Civil Military Relations (CCMR) is dedicated to strengthening civil-military
relationships in fragile democracies through an array of US-funded education programs
worldwide.
The relationship between civilian authorities and the armed forces is critically important to the
creation and maintenance of democratic political stability, defense policymaking, and
international security cooperation.  Many nations, especially those that have recently emerged
from authoritarian rule, face an urgent need to recast civil-military relations along democratic
lines.  Many long-established democracies also grapple with a number of complex civil-military
issues that include defense budgeting, the roles and missions of the armed forces, and the mutual
responsibilities of officers and civilians for effective civilian oversight in a democracy.
Recognizing these challenges, the President and Congress of the United States expanded the
scope of the Department of Defense International Military Education and Training (E-IMET)
program to provide for the education of international military officers, legislators, and other
civilian officials on the subject of civil-military relations.
The Center for Civil-Military Relations was established at the Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey California in 1994 to facilitate the goals of this program.  CCMR offers a broad range
of high-quality education and training programs in civil-military relations, with an extensive
curriculum taught by a faculty of preeminent scholars, and prominent international civilian and
military officials with extensive expertise in a wide range of issues pertinent to the field.
Courses are offered both in residence at the Naval Postgraduate School, and abroad in the
requesting host country.
In 1998, CCMR was designated  by the Department of Defense as ‘lead agent’ for the training
and education component of the Enhanced International Peacekeeping Capabilities Program
(EIPC).  In that capacity, we develop and deliver courses in Peacekeeping Operations to EIPC-
eligible countries.  For detailed information on EIPC, there is a hypertext link on the left portion
of the Welcome Page.
Our Approach and Objectives
Each of CCMR’s programs is tailored to the specific needs of the country.  CCMR conducts
programs designed for mid-grade to senior military officers, civilian officials, legislators, and
non-government personnel, both in the host country and in-residence at the Naval Postgraduate
School in Monterey, California.  The course descriptions in this catalogue provide a template for
constructing those programs in partnership with hosting nations.  New topics and associated
content are emerging all the time, and we will update this site as they become available.  Our
courses are structured to meet the following objectives:
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• To help program participants overcome the specific challenges they face in civil-
military relations.  In this regard, the program has a strong problem-solving focus.
Readings, lectures, simulation exercises, case studies, and small group discussions are
included to help program participants analyze and resolve the civil-military conflicts
they confront, and provide tools to strengthen civilian control and deal with the
underlying causes of civil-military discord.
• To respond to the particular requirements and circumstances of each participating
country, by tailoring course materials and discussions to address the specific concerns
and needs of the country in question.
• To emphasize the mutual obligations of military officers and civilians for effective
civilian control.  To bring together key military and civilian leaders in order to break
down barriers that may exist between the armed forces and civilian officials.
Method of Instruction
Although CCMR tailors each of its programs to the specific needs and interests of the
participants, all of its courses share a common theme: the examination of the underlying sources
of civil-military conflict confronted by all democracies and the exploration of alternative
mechanisms to enhance civilian control of the military.  The practical application of this theme
requires participants in all programs to consider methods to enhance civil-military cooperation
and the complexities of interagency decision-making. 
All CCMR courses are taught by specialists with academic expertise and/or practical experience
in a wide range of civil-military issues.  They utilize a variety of instructional methods, including
lectures, readings, and discussion groups.  Most CCMR programs also include case studies and
simulation exercises, in which participants are presented with a civil-military relations problem
drawn from reality and asked to devise solutions.  All courses emphasize the importance of
interaction between and among participants and faculty.
